
* . 4 ^ 

|Kj ng D i sappoi ated In M arch ! 

j - lie’ll Try Again Next Week 

| ' By THOMAS BeVIER 

I Dr. Martin Luther. King Jr. came to Memphis to star in 
: whac was billed as a "dress rehearsal" for his April 22 “Poor 
| People’s Crusade" on Washington. 

| By his own ronvioient standards, the rehearsal was a flop. 
Nest week, I t* says, he'll come back for another try. 

‘•We are going to, have a massive nonviolent dcnionstra- 
tier, in Memphis, *’ hr. said at: a press conference yesterday 
before flying hack to Atlanta - ' 

anti his Southern Christian! D , r ’ Kipg sairljiedid nof 

realize wnen lie came to Mem- 
Lt.un.r.-ihtp Cor.ftttence (SLLC) phj s t ] icre wcre (/nose j n (he 

headqc arters. Negro community who "were 

talking about violence.” 

The qneslioti being asked ini <- Wc ( S ci.C) had r.o part in 
ernj/hts. ti e nation anr. the the planning of the march. Our 
wotlJ is u nt.-lhei' — wit a tne intelligence was loyally nil.” 
increasing miliMncv of the ......... . , , ! - 

black v.iulh - anyone can say He sa,d tn;,t 11 ho had kl ' mvl1 

with certainty that a nonvie-' dcr f . w f c P C J W, « ™ 

lent demonstration will stay. s ' ',° cnce lie '-sonld nave 
that wa” »"•"= ~ - . made tnem parade marsnals, 

\,j J , J a move that has been success- 

. 1 am convinced we c.nnj f u ] j n other marcthes. 
havo.a ndnv.olent demcinstra-' He criticized the press for 
tmn Dr. King said, but add- reporting he left the march in 
ed it would be impossible to haste . He said ho | cftca | mly 

guatan.ee than there because “f will not lead a vio- 
wouion t be any violence. jlent march” and lhat while ! 

II wfts sign i tic tint that Dr.ahe walked with aides to a car 
King was nvi-tt I arm a half- ! jhe was "agonizing over what 
htr.ir line to In. 11:50 a.na. jj hud happened." 
press ::t>:ifen:r.::c because he .. , _ . , „ 

was meeting win three mem- , < AssL . Pol:cc , Ch,c . f H( ' n l'Y 
hers fit rhi ■ irivrctfs a Mean-' said over the jtolicc taclio 
phis black r iwer i rcati 1 aC 11:27 a ' m - Thursday the 

■? *• s^snr%«s 

l;- 1 --:;-,. or,ly , J nt asked for a police escort. Thej 
v*e wt.i h.M. i* a is ess comer- 

ence when ibis i; ; ail over” 
before they went, into Dr. 

T ne’s $:i!! i; :i-.:l.:.y raom at the 
i . .. .itiay I r.n-R: ver rone. 
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first report of violence was 
seven minutes earlier). 

Dr. Kinp; said lie did not 
think Hie riot “will in tiny way! 
affect” his Washington plans. 
He is still to determine how 
much of his SCI.C staff he can 
spare to organize next week's 
imarch here. 

Later in Washington, the 
Rev. Andrew Young, Dr. 
King’s lop lieutenant, said the 
main thrust of the Washington 
demonstration would he de- 
layed for about two weeks and 
steps taken to avoid violence. 
The Rev. Mr. Young said 
"symbolic delegation," includ- 
ing Dr. King, will reach Wash- 
ington on April 22. 

He said Thursday’s inarch 
was "poorly planned,” which 
amounts to criticism of the 
Rev.' James M. Lawson Jr., 
who Dr. King himself lias 
called "the leading nonvio- 
lence theoretician in the coun- 
try.” 

Dr. Lawson is in charge of 
strategy lor Memphis Negro 
ministers. He is pastor of 
Centenary Methodist Church. i 
The Rev. Mr. Lawson did not 1 
entirely agree with Dr. King’s 
assessments. 

For instance. Dr. Kir.gsaidj 
the black power advocates he i 
met with said there had been 
lack of communication be- 
tween them and the. ministers 
—they felt “rejected.” 

' "There has been c.ommuni- 
i cation,” said the Rev. Mr. 
jLawson. “1 don’t accept that." 

It was the Rev. Mr. Lawson 
who asked Dr. King here. For 
about 10 years the Memphis 
minister has served with 
SC1X. 

He agreed with Dr. King' 
that a nonviolent demonstra- 
tion is possible and pointed out 
that that was one of the reasons 
Dr. King was asked to come. 

“We didn’t bring in Rap 
Brown, we brought in King." 

There were other reasons for 
having Dr. King, he said. One 
was to give the movement aj 
"national image.” Another was! 
to strengthen the leadership of 
the Memphis ninislers. 




